
 FORT DETRICK, Md. – The past two 
years have been filled with new operational 
environments with unique mission 
opportunities for the U.S. Army’s medical 
logistics enterprise.
 In addition to its regular operational 
tempo and major Army reorganizations, 
the U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency 
supported the fight against the global 

pandemic, the humanitarian mission 
associated with the Afghanistan evacuation 
and the ongoing conflict in Ukraine.
 And the organization did it all seamlessly 
under the leadership of Commander Col. 
John “Ryan” Bailey.
 “Under Col. Bailey’s leadership, (the 
USAMMA) team is resilient, responsive 
… (and) makes it happen regardless 

of what the situation is,” said Col. Tony 
Nesbitt, commander of Army Medical 
Logistics Command, USAMMA’s parent 
organization.
 “And I give a lot of that credit to their 
great commander, Col. Bailey.”
 As he prepares for retirement after 
more than 30 years of service, Bailey 
passed the baton to another experienced 
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Col. Tony Nesbitt, center, commander of U.S. Army Medical Logistics Command, passes the colors of the U.S. Army Medical Materiel 
Agency to incoming commander, Col. Gary Cooper. Cooper assumed command from outgoing commander, Col. Ryan Bailey, right, 
during a change of command ceremony Aug. 19 at Fort Detrick, Maryland. (U.S. Army photo by C.J. Lovelace/Released)
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logistician, Col. Gary Cooper, during a 
change of command ceremony Aug. 19 at 
Fort Detrick.
 Nesbitt presided over the ceremony, 
which also served as an assumption of 
responsibility for Sgt. Maj. Hugo Roman, 
USAMMA’s new senior enlisted adviser.
 “We’re lucky to go from one great 
leader to the next,” Nesbitt said. “Bottom 
line up front, USAMMA’s in great hands. 
It’s been in great hands for two years, and 
it will continue to be that way.”
 Bailey said “it seems like only yesterday” 
that he delivered his speech as incoming 
commander.
 “At that time, the auditorium was empty 
and we were all wearing masks, so we’ve 
come a long way,” he said. “That progress 
was possible because of all the hard work 
done by everyone in this auditorium, across 
Fort Detrick, the Army medical department, 
the entire military health system in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.”
 Bailey said he knew he had big shoes 
to fill during his time in command, and he’s 
honored to have been able to lead the 
organization for the past two years.

 “For me personally, the time spent in 
command has been fun, exciting, stressful; 
some days exhilarating, some days 
frustrating,” he said. “But honestly, my time 
here has been less about me and more 
about the organization – the great mission, 
the challenges, the successes and the 
tremendous people.”
 Cooper is no stranger to USAMMA 
as he takes command, having previously 
served as the agency’s chief of operations 
and central contingency operations from 
2006 to 2009. He most recently served 
as commander of the Medical Recruiting 
Brigade out of Fort Knox, Kentucky.
 “I want to say thank you to the surgeon 
general, to Col. Nesbitt and a host of senior 
leaders for giving me this opportunity 

to command. It is truly an honor and a 
privilege,” he said. “Part of the honor for me 
today is that I follow in command a superb 
officer and dedicated leader in Col. Ryan 
Bailey.”
 Cooper, who served in the enlisted ranks 
before earning his degree and commission 
as an officer in 1996, spoke to the people 
of USAMMA during his remarks, saying he 
looks forward to serving alongside Roman 
and leading the medical logistics experts 
throughout the organization. 
 “Let’s continue to stay humble, but 
hustle. Never let our condition become 
our conclusion. Let’s win,” he said. “To 
the Soldiers, civilians, contractors and 
families of USAMMA, I pledge to you my 
full support … in return, I challenge each 
of you to be the best in the Army Medical 
Logistics Command.”
 Roman, who brings 20 years of active-
duty service, said he was thankful to be 
given the opportunity to lead as senior 
enlisted leader for an organization with 
such an important mission. 
 He emphasized the importance of 
the USAMMA workforce, calling them the 
“nucleus” of the unit.
 “And without you, we wouldn’t be 
successful. Period,” Roman said. “I want 
to thank you for the hard work you put in 
day in and day out, and for giving me the 
opportunity to be your sergeant major.”

(Continued)

By C.J. Lovelace 

Col. Ryan Bailey, left, outgoing commander of the U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency, shakes 
hands with Col. Tony Nesbitt, commander of U.S. Army Medical Logistics Command, during 
the change of command ceremony Aug. 19 at Fort Detrick, Maryland. Bailey, who will retire in 
September after more than 30 years of service, relinquished command to Col. Gary Cooper. 
(U.S. Army photo by C.J. Lovelace/Released)

“Part of the honor for me today is that I follow 
in command a superb officer and dedicated 

leader in Col. Ryan Bailey.”

Col. Gary Cooper, commander, U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency 

See more event 
photos at Flickr.com! 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/armymedlog/albums/72177720301491857
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 FORT DETRICK, Md. – After three 
decades of service to the U.S. Army, Col. 
John “Ryan” Bailey said the key to his 
career success is simple – never say no to 
education, training and new experiences. 
 Bailey, 51, who retires Sept. 9 after 
serving as the commander of the U.S. 
Army Medical Materiel Agency, said that 
the military offers so many opportunities – 
from the Montgomery or post-9/11 GI Bill 
to the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps 
(ROTC), military service academies and 
other programs. 
 His message to his fellow Soldiers: Take 
advantage of all learning opportunities.  
 “Education is foundational for any 
Soldier and any career path,” he said. 
“There are many opportunities to get your 
degree, develop and propel your career 
forward, and set yourself up for success.”
 Born in Jacksonville, Florida, Bailey 
said he developed an interest in military 
from a young age. His grandfather, Jacob 
C. Bailey, served in the Navy during World 
War II. Several other relatives served as 
well.
 As a child, he remembers often going 
to Naval Air Station Jacksonville with his 
family to see the planes and ships.

 “That really sparked my interest,” Bailey 
said. 
 Bailey’s family later relocated to 

Georgia, where he followed that interest 
in the military by joining the Naval Junior 
ROTC program at McEachern High School 
in Powder Springs and became battalion 
commander his senior year.
 Ultimately, however, Bailey chose to 
join the Army after he was competitively 
awarded a scholarship to attend the 
University of North Georgia. He earned 
his bachelor’s in Business Administration 
and Marketing, while serving in the Army 
National Guard.
 Throughout his career, Bailey has 
served in numerous acquisition and 
medical logistics positions at the tactical, 
operational and strategic levels of the Army. 
Previous titles include platoon leader, 
property book officer, division medical 
supply officer, operations and plans 
officer, battalion supply officer, company 
commander and medical logistics plans 
officer.
 In addition to commanding at USAMMA, 
a subordinate organization of Army Medical 

John “Ryan” Bailey receives his shoulder boards from his parents, John and Linda 
Bailey, as he’s commissioned as 2nd lieutenant in the Army Medical Service Corps in 
1993. (U.S. Army photo courtesy Col. John “Ryan” Bailey)

Retiring Army medical logistics leader 
reflects on importance of education

(Continued)

LEFT: John “Ryan” Bailey is pictured in 1996, then a first lieutenant serving as division 
medical supply officer with the 1st Armored Division in Dexheim, Germany. MIDDLE: 
Then-Capt. John “Ryan” Bailey is pictured in 2001 while serving as Alpha Company 
commander, 32nd Medical Logistics Battalion at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. RIGHT: 
Col. John “Ryan” Bailey relinquished command of the U.S. Army Medical Materiel 
Agency on Aug. 19, as he prepares to retire this year. A retirement ceremony in his 
honor is scheduled for Sept. 9 at Fort Detrick. (U.S. Army photos courtesy John 
“Ryan” Bailey/Released)
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Logistics Command, Bailey also previously 
served as commander of the U.S. Army 
Medical Materiel Development Activity, 
also located at Fort Detrick.
 “So I have my picture in two buildings 
here (at Fort 
Detrick),” he laughed.
 Prior to that, he 
served as the deputy 
program manager of 
the Joint Operational 
Medicine Information 
Systems Program 
Management Office, 
where he provided 
leadership and guidance for programs on 
acquisition, planning and execution of the 
Department of Defense’s new electronic 
health record, Military Health System 
GENESIS, for operational forces.
 During his decades of service, Bailey 
said he always looked for opportunities to 
grow, both educationally and professionally, 
including developmental assignments and 

broadening experiences. 
 “You’ve got to put yourself out there and 
take those tough jobs,” Bailey said. “I think 
that allows more opportunities to present 
themselves.”

 All the while, Bailey continued to 
pursue education, earning a master’s in 
Supply Chain Management from the Naval 
Postgraduate School and a master’s in 
Strategic Studies from the Eisenhower 
School.
 Through education, Bailey said he has 
become a better officer and improved his 
ability to solve complex problems, all the 

while ensuring and enabling Army medical 
readiness and taking care of the Soldiers 
under his command.
 Bailey urged anyone considering a 
career in the military, or even young enlisted 

personnel, to explore 
the educational 
opportunities offered 
to service members.
“The opportunities 
are there and there’s 
so many career fields 
to choose from,” 
Bailey added.
 “The Army 

needs good people, and I know there’s 
great people out there. They just need to 
know about these opportunities.”

“The Army needs good people, and I know 
there’s great people out there. They just need to 

know about these opportunities.”

Col. John “Ryan” Bailey, former commander, U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency 

By C.J. Lovelace

(Continued)

 FORT DETRICK, Md. – Sustainment 
planning is vital to the readiness of U.S. 
Army units and medical materiel alike. And 
just like all other classes of supply, they 
require integrated logistics support.
 That is why Army Medical Logistics 
Command, the Army’s life cycle 
management command for medical 
materiel, established its Integrated 
Logistics Support Center, or ILSC.
 A key part of the center is a new medical 
materiel-focused Logistics Assistance 
Program, or LAP, that provides a “face to 
the force” for sustaining life-saving medical 
equipment, including a known gap – 
maintenance management plans. 
 “Without maintenance management 
plans, units aren’t able to adequately 
capture essential data that enables effective 
sustainment, provides active readiness 
indicators and allows commanders to make 
informed decisions,” said Jason Acevedo, 
director of the ILSC’s Logistics Assistance 

Soldiers stationed at the U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency’s Medical Maintenance 
Operations Division at Hill Air Force Base, Utah, work on a medical device. (U.S. Army 
photos by Katie Ellis-Warfield/Released)

AMLC increases Army readiness through 
improved maintenance planning, unit education

(Continued)
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Directorate, which oversees the LAP.
 Since its establishment about a year 
ago, the ILSC has received an uptick in 
the number of requests from the operating 
force for support through the LAP. Units are 
asking for more education and training on 
how to log and comply with maintenance 
management plans, Acevedo said.
 “Some units weren’t correctly 
implementing already-established Army 
policy and guidance, which compounds 
their ability to effectively maintain their 
medical equipment,” he said. “For 
example, units aren’t establishing required 
maintenance management plans for 
medical items in (Global Combat Support 
System-Army, or) GCSS-Army.”
 A common tendency at the unit level 
without maintenance managers, Acevedo 
said, was to just sign for an item and enter 
it into the property book.

 Without maintenance management 
plans, Acevedo explained, “you won’t 
have a true capture of asset visibility and 
functionality, thus readiness becomes 
decreased.”
 “If that unit goes out the door, they don’t 
really have a true picture of their health,” he 
said.
 Acevedo likened the situation to owning 
a car and not doing regular oil changes. It 

may not cause problems initially, but later 
down the road in a piece of equipment’s 
life cycle, there will be crucial maintenance 
breakdowns and information gaps that 
would jeopardize readiness.
 In addition to routine maintenance, 
maintenance management plans spell 
out calibration requirements, as well as 
maintenance significant devices that may 
need replacement parts to adequately 
maintain each device.
 Acevedo said this information enables 
commanders to make informed decisions, 
but also captures the scheduled and 
unscheduled maintenance requirements 
so they have an understanding of the 
total health of the devices throughout an 
organization.
 From the ILSC LAP perspective, 
education and outreach remains its primary 
line of support. 
 Leveraging technology to communicate 
directly with units in the field, the LAP can 
assist in verifying what a unit is supposed 
to have and see what is logged against 
that record in the GCSS-Army system, 
where items and maintenance plans are 
cataloged and tracked.
 “We would educate them on how to 
make all that happen,” Acevedo said. 
 The LAP does not provide hands-on 
maintenance support directly, but serves 
as the primary reach-back point for the 
AMLC ILSC to coordinate with lead system 
technical representatives from Army Field 
Support Brigades.
 Units in need of support can submit 
requests to the ILSC’s LAP by emailing 
usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.ilsc-lap@army.
mil.

(Continued)

Staff Sgt. Cody Harrison, a biomedical equipment specialist stationed at the U.S. Army 
Medical Materiel Agency’s Medical Maintenance Operations Division at Hill Air Force 
Base, Utah, works on a portable transfusion pump. (U.S. Army photos by Katie Ellis-
Warfield/Released)

By C.J. Lovelace 

“Without maintenance management plans, 
units aren’t able to adequately capture essential data

that enables effective sustainment, provides 
active readiness indicators and allows commanders 

to make informed decisions.”
Jason Acevedo, director, Logistics Assistance Directorate, Integrated Logistics 

Support Center, Army Medical Logistics Command
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 FORT DETRICK, Md. – U.S. Army 
Medical Logistics Command leaders 
celebrated the contributions of influential 
women during an Aug. 26 ceremony for 
Women’s Equality Day.
 The event, hosted by AMLC, serves 
as the installation’s annual observance 
marking the passage of the 19th 
Amendment to the Constitution that gave 
women the right to vote in 1920. It also 
serves to celebrate the progress of women 
over the years, as well as advancing 
gender equity.
 Pam Wetzel, director of the Readiness 
and Sustainment Directorate within 
AMLC’s Integrated Logistics Support 
Center, read aloud President Joe Biden’s 
proclamation recognizing the occasion, 
celebrating women who “fought to deliver 
a better future for America’s daughters.”
 “We recognize the work that remains to 
ensure that everyone can fully participate 
in our democracy and make fundamental 
choices about their health and bodies,” she 
read from the proclamation. “We strive to 
uphold our nation’s promise of equality for 
all people.”
 AMLC, the Army’s premier medical 
logistics organization and life cycle 
management command for medical 
materiel, is one of several military 
commands based out of Fort Detrick. 
Each year, different units take the lead 
on installation-wide observances and 
recognitions.
 Ceremony host Col. Timothy Walsh, 
deputy commander of AMLC, said the 
Army and other branches of the armed 
forces have come a long way over the 
years, opening new career paths and 
opportunities for women. However, he 
reminded attendees that more still needs 
to be done to advance equality.
 “So today, while we celebrate how far 
we’ve come as a country and the military, 
we acknowledge we have much further to 
go,” he said.
 Lt. Col. Nikki Davis, deputy commander 

for operations of the U.S. Army Medical 
Materiel Agency, an AMLC direct reporting 
unit, served as the event’s keynote speaker.
 Born in North Carolina, Davis’ father 
served 26 years in the U.S. Marine 
Corps, retiring as sergeant major. Despite 
frequent deployments during her father’s 
career, Davis said her mother always “did 
a phenomenal job” raising her and her 
brothers.
 “She wasn’t a single parent, but at 
times, she was a single parent,” Davis 
said. “I come from a family of strong, 
hardworking, independent females.”

 Reflecting on the impacts of her mother 
and grandmother, Davis said they may not 
have had any postsecondary education, 
but they were the “smartest ladies I ever 
met.” 
 “They have taught me so many valuable 
life lessons and values that represent the 
core of what I am,” she said.
 During her remarks, Wetzel also 
highlighted the efforts of several trail-
blazing women, including Marguerite 
Higgins, an American reporter and war 
correspondent who became the first 
woman to win a Pulitzer Prize in 1951 

Lt. Col. Nikki Davis served as the keynote speaker at U.S. Army Medical Logistics 
Command’s observance event for Women’s Equality Day on Aug. 26 at Fort Detrick, 
Maryland. (U.S. Army photo by Katie Ellis-Warfield)  

Army Medical Logistics Command 
hosts Women’s Equality Day

(Continued)
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for her coverage of the Korean War, and 
Dolores Huerta, one of the most influential 
Hispanic activists of the 20th Century and 
advocate for women’s and farmworker’s 
rights.
 “And have you heard of Jackie 
Mitchell?” Wetzel said. “She was one of 
the first female pitchers in professional 
baseball history.”
 Mitchell was just 17 when she pitched 
for the Chattanooga Lookouts, a minor-
league club that played an exhibition game 
against the New York Yankees in 1931. In 
that game, Mitchell managed to strike out 
Hall of Fame sluggers Babe Ruth and Lou 
Gehrig in consecutive at-bats.
 “Just like that, history was made,” Wetzel 
said. “Women’s Equality Day reminds us to 
celebrate the women who came before us 
and honor them by believing in ourselves 
and encouraging others to do the same.”

By C.J. Lovelace 

 It’s that time of year again when parents and children 
are preparing to go back to school. 
 Unfortunately, too many kids are not getting to school 
and back safely. Drivers aren’t obeying speed limits in 
school zones. They pass stopped school buses, text while 
driving in school zones and other unsafe driving behaviors. 

 It’s important to pay attention in school zones and obey 
the speed limit. 
 If you drop off and pick up your kids at school, please 
become familiar with the traffic patterns, only drop off and 
pick up in designated areas and pay attention to other kids 
moving about. 

 Some children have to catch the bus early, 
especially the ones in rural areas, and some will be 
out before the sun comes up, so please be on the 
lookout for them as well.
 To prevent injuries, please ensure that backpacks 
weigh no more than 10 to 15 percent of a child’s 
weight, and that they use both straps. 
 Hopefully, these tips will help keep you and 
children safe as they get ready to go back to school.
 For more information, visit the below links: 
https://www.schoolsafety.gov
https://www.nsc.org/community-safety/safety-
topics/school-safety/school-safety-home

BACK-TO-SCHOOL SAFETY

By Ralph Davis

(Continued)

Pam Wetzel speaks during U.S. Army Medical Logistics Command’s observance of 
Women’s Equality Day on Aug. 26 at Fort Detrick, Maryland.  (U.S. Army photo by 
Katie Ellis-Warfield)  
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 BALTIC SEA – The workforce at U.S. 
Army Medical Materiel Center-Europe 
provided procurement support for an 
annual joint training exercise in June in 
the Baltic Sea and other parts of the U.S. 
European Command area of operations.
 According to U.S. Navy Cmdr. 
Olusegun Olabode, USAMMC-E’s chief 
of customer support, Baltic Operations, 
or BALTOPS, was a huge multinational 
operation designed to strengthen the 
bonds between the United States and its 
international partners.
 Dating back to 1972, BALTOPS is an 
annual exercise that visibly demonstrates 
NATO’s commitment to preserving regional 
peace and security by exercising a team 
of international forces that can rapidly 
respond in a time of crisis.
 In addition to what occurred during the 
exercise, USS Kearsarge (LHD 3) placed 
a large order of Class VIIIA materiel, 
consisting of medical consumable supplies 
not including blood and blood products, 
about two weeks before the BALTOPS 
order.  
 Because of this, the USAMMC-E 
Navy liaisons had to meticulously track 
requirements for each order to ensure 
there was no mix-up. The BALTOPS 
order was ordered as a routine Class VIIIA 
requirement.
 “Overall, it’s great that the exercise 
planners integrated Class VIIIA resupply 
scenarios in the BALTOPS exercise,” 
Olabode said. “USAMMC-E is always 
happy to support our customer’s Class 
VIIIA requirements. It was particularly 
gratifying to support exercise requirements 
of our afloat customers as we primarily 
support more Army exercises than other 
services’ exercise requirements.”  
 The exercise incorporated resupply 
needs for Class VIIIA and Class VIIIB, or 
blood and blood component products, 
from naval vessels while underway, with 
the objective of tracking, documenting and 
conducting analysis of supply operations.
 According to Olabode, during the 
exercise, the Navy’s medical department 

team placed orders using the DML-ES-
SAP Theater Enterprise-Wide Logistics 
system known as TEWLS, placing orders 
on June 8 and June 9. USAMMC-E’s naval 
liaison received the order as it would from 
any other customer and coordinated with 
distribution and transportation teams for 
shipping and delivery.
 The customer reached out to USAMMC-
E’s Navy liaison June 13 to notify them of 
the requisition. USAMMC-E shipped seven 

pallets consisting of 45 of 72 line items to 
the ship on June 17, providing a tracking 
number to the ship‘s medical department.
 The remainder of the ships Class 
VIIIA requirements, excluding two cold-
chain materiel items, shipped June 
23. The final shipment, including cold-
chain requirements, shipped on June 
28. USAMMC-E liaison confirmed the 
shipments with the ship’s medical team.

Aircraft from Germany, Finland, Sweden, and the United States fly in formation above 
the Wasp-class amphibious assault ship USS Kearsarge (LHD 3) during BALTOPS 
22, June 6, 2022. BALTOPS 22 is the premier maritime-focused exercise in the Baltic 
Region. The exercise, led by U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa, and executed by 
Naval Striking and Support Forces NATO, provides a unique training opportunity to 
strengthen combined response capabilities critical to preserving freedom of navigation 
and security in the Baltic Sea. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 
3rd Class Jesse Schwab)

USAMMC-E takes part in joint 
training with Navy

By Eric Cramer
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 KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany – 
U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Beverly Blazi, a 
noncommissioned officer serving at the 
U.S. Army Medical Materiel Center-Europe, 
was recently selected as a candidate for 
Warrant Officer Candidate School in the 
coming year.
 Blazi, a biomedical equipment 
specialist, said she knew she wanted to 
become a warrant officer after serving in 
her military occupational specialty, or MOS, 
for about a year and has a strong passion 
for the profession.
 “I’m a 68A biomedical equipment 
sergeant and proud of what I do,” she said. 
“I am thrilled and ready for the opportunity 
that I have been given. I hope to make my 
leadership proud.
 “Warrant officers adapt, achieve results 
and are critical-thinking technical experts 
who prioritize mission accomplishment,” 
Blazi added. “Ever since the first year, I fell 

in love with it. I knew this is what I wanted 
to do.”
 Blazi has served in the Army for seven 
years. She said her father is a Navy 
veteran, who was born in the Philippines 
and grew up in California. 
 Past and present leadership have 
played an important role in Blazi’s 
development as a 68A medical maintainer, 
she said, helping to build a foundation for 
success.
 “I could not have been selected for 
this program without their mentorship,” the 
34-year-old mother of two said.
 Through warrant officer school, Blazi 
will work toward a new MOS as a 670A 
health services maintenance technician, 
which are the Army’s only warrant officers 
specializing in medical maintenance. They 
are responsible for the management of 
all executive of maintenance procedures 
within the operations of Army medical 

institutions.
 “The 670A’s are subject-matter experts,” 
Blazi said. “They provide guidance and 
technical knowledge to commanders and 
staff on all issues concerning medical 
equipment.”  
 Blazi said she is happy as an NCO 
but feels she can accomplish more as a 
warrant officer. 
 “I am ready and enthusiastic to accept 
the challenges and responsibilities of being 
a health service maintenance technician,” 
she said. “I have the desire to have a larger 
impact and deliver exceptional service to 
our fighting forces.”
 Blazi will depart USAMMC-E in January 
to start WOCS at Fort Rucker, Alabama. 
Following the six-week course, she will 
head to San Antonio to attend the Health 
Service Warrant Officer Basic Course, 
followed by the Medical Logistics Officer 
Course.

U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Beverly Blazi, a noncommissioned officer serving at the U.S. Army Medical Materiel Center-Europe, was 
recently selected as a candidate for Warrant Officer Candidate School. She will start the program in January 2023. (U.S. Army 
photo by Eric Cramer/Released)

USAMMC-E NCO selected for 
warrant officer school

By Eric Cramer
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 Did you know in 2020 alone, the U.S. had one death by suicide 
about every 11 minutes?
 Did you know for people aged 10 to 34 years, suicide is a 
leading cause of death?
 Did you know from April 2020 to 2021, over 100,000 individuals 
died from drug overdoses?
 Too many people are experiencing suicidal crisis or mental 
health-related distress without the support and care they need, and 
sadly, the pandemic only made a bad situation worse.
 As a result of this suicidal crisis, our country entered a new 
era of more equitable and accessible crisis services, marked by 
the adoption of 9-8-8 as the easy to remember three-digit dialing, 
texting and chat code for anyone experiencing a suicidal or mental 
health-related crisis. 
 September is National Suicide Prevention Month and is 
the perfect time to advocate for mental health awareness and 
prevention. This month survivors, allies and our community should 
unite to promote suicide prevention awareness.  
 #BeThe1To is the 9-8-8 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline’s message 
for National Suicide Prevention Month. Show your support with 
highlighting #BeThe1 and promoting the new 9-8-8 hotline via your 
social media.  
 If you see someone showing signs of mental distress or 
experiencing thoughts of suicide, here are some steps you may 
take immediately: 

1. Ask – Research shows people who are having thoughts of 
suicide feel relief when someone asks about them in a caring 
way. Findings suggest acknowledging and talking about 
suicide may reduce rather than increase suicidal ideation.

2. Be There – Individuals are more likely to feel less depressed, 
less suicidal, less overwhelmed and more hopeful by after 

speaking to someone who listens without judgment.
3. Keep Them Safe – A number of studies have indicated 

that when lethal means are made less available or less 
deadly, suicide rates by that method decline, and frequently 
suicide rates overall decline. 

4. Help Them Stay Connected – Studies indicate that 
helping someone at risk create a network of resources 
and individuals for support and safety can help them take 
positive action and reduce feelings of hopelessness.

5. Follow Up – Studies have also shown that brief, low-cost 
intervention and supportive, ongoing contact may be an 
important part of suicide prevention.

 Remember, 9-8-8 is live and provides 24/7, confidential support 
to people in suicidal crisis or mental health-related distress. Dial or 
Text 9-8-8, just like you would for dialing 9-1-1.
 #BeThe1To support National Suicide Awareness Month.

September is National Suicide Awareness Month

By Candace Harriday

Congratulations to U.S. Army Medical 
Materiel Agency’s Staff Sgt. Arseniy 

Kondratyuk on his recent promotion! Kondratyuk is 
a biomedical equipment specialist (68A) assigned to 

USAMMA’s MMOD-Hill.

SOCIAL MEDIA  HIGHLIGHT
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U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency’s Sgt. 1st Class Floyd Daley receives the Order of Military Medical 
Merit during an awards ceremony Aug. 16. (U.S. Army photo/Released)

USAMMA Soldiers receive Army Commendation Medals 

U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency’s Sgt. 1st Class Jonathan Caseja receives the Army Commendation Medal in 
a ceremony on Aug. 17. Caseja was presented this award for his support to USAMMA APS-5 relocation. Staff Sgt. Aradelis 

Gray was also awarded the Army Commendation Medal during the Aug. 17 ceremony. (U.S. Army photo/Released)

USAMMA Soldier receives O2M3 award



12MEDLOG MONTHLY / September 2022

U.S. Army Medical 
Materiel Agency 

Commander Col. Gary Cooper, 
far right,  poses with previous 

USAMMA commanders at 
a recent gathering following 

USAMMA’s change of command. 
Pictured, from left, are retired 
Army Cols. Alejandro Lopez-

Duke (2012-20140, David Gibson 
(2014-2016), Timothy Lamb 
(2006-2008), Jeffery Unger 

(2008-2010) and Dave Williams 
(2000-2002) along with Cols. Tim 

Walsh (2018-2020) and Ryan 
Bailey (2020-2022).

SOCIAL MEDIA  HIGHLIGHT

U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency’s 
Detachment Command team, Maj. Chris Wright 

and Sgt. 1st Class Floyd Daley, present awards to 
Soldiers during a recent visit to USAMMA’s MMOD-
Hill. Spc. Iyana Smith was presented with the Army 

Commendation Medal for her three years of 
dedicated service with USAMMA. Staff Sgts. Darnell 

Jansen and Tyler Scott were both presented with 
the Army Achievement Medal for their outstanding 

medical maintenance and logistics support at APS-2 
in support of EUCOM operations this year. 

SOCIAL MEDIA  HIGHLIGHT

Congratulations to U.S. Army Medical 
Materiel Center-Europe’s Spc. Joseph Kim 

on his recent promotion. Kim serves in the 
USAMMC-E Optical Activities Division at 

Kaiserslautern Army Depot.

SOCIAL MEDIA  HIGHLIGHT



13MEDLOG MONTHLY / September 2022

This is a MONTHLY feature! So if you have an All-Star in YOUR  
organization, please email us at usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca@army.mil!Calling All DRUs!

CAPT. MATTHEW SMITH 
Executive officer/HQ HHD commander, AMLC HQ

What do you do?
As the AMLC XO, I provide functional oversight of the command group’s administrative support. 
Simultaneously serving as HHD commander, I am responsible for the health, morale and welfare of all 
assigned AMLC HQ Soldiers.

What do you enjoy most about your job?
The part I enjoy the most about my job is having the opportunity to work with and learn from some of the 
most talented and knowledgeable people to ever work in the medical logistics field.

Who was your role model?  
And if he/she could see you now right now, what do you think they would say?
After a lot of thought, I would say my sister. She was the most self-less person I have ever known and 
raised two outstanding kids as a single mom while battling and eventually losing to cancer. If you did 
not know her personally, you would have had no idea what she was dealing with because, despite her 
struggles, she was always there for anyone who needed her (especially her kids) without asking for 
anything in return. Knowing what she went through and how she never quit helps me keep everything 
in perspective.

What’s your favorite quote and why?
I couldn’t decide between the two following quotes so I put them both:
“What gets measured gets managed – even when it’s pointless to measure and manage it, and even if 
it harms the purpose of the organization to do so.” – Simon Caulkin 

“It isn’t what you have or who you are or where you are or what you are doing that makes you happy or 
unhappy, it is what you think about it.” – Dale Carnegie 

Highlighting the best of the best!

How long have you been working for headquarters, Army Medical Logistics Command? 
I started as the executive officer (XO) with AMLC in May 2021, immediately following my graduation 
from the formerly named Medical Logistics Management Internship Program. I assumed command as 
the first AMLC Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment (HHD) commander this past March.

mailto:usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca%40army.mil?subject=MEDLOG%20Monthly%20Inquiry%21
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This is a MONTHLY feature! So if you have an All-Star in YOUR  
organization, please email us at usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca@army.mil!Calling All DRUs!

TERRANCE “EVAN” ALLIGOOD JR.
Chief, Medical Materiel Sourcing Division, USAMMA

How long have you been working for U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency? 
I’ve worked at USAMMA since August of 2012, starting as a contractor and then as a government 
employee since March of 2014.

What do you do?
I currently serve as the chief of the Medical Materiel Sourcing Division (MMSD). Using a  
centralized medical materiel management-focused business process, the MMSD supports the mission 
of providing peacetime Class VIII medical materiel support to tactical-level U.S. Forces Command units 
in a garrisoned environment at designated installations across the continental United States. 

What do you enjoy most about your job?
As a former Soldier with over 20 years of service myself, this is my way of continuing to support the 
Soldiers by attempting to make sure they have what they need to perform their mission.

Highlighting the best of the best!

Who was your role model?  
And if he/she could see you now right now, what do you think they would say?
I guess my role model is my dad. He taught me to work hard and stick to your guns when you know 
you are right. He is still with us, and he is proud of me. 

What’s your favorite quote and why?
“Make a decision and stick to it.”

I can’t remember where I picked this up, but I learned this in my days as an infantryman fire team 
leader. Indecisiveness gets people killed, making the wrong decision may also but better to make a 
decision and die fighting than die sitting still. I believe a lot of problems today are because people are 
afraid to make decisions they may have to answer for if they fail.

mailto:usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca%40army.mil?subject=MEDLOG%20Monthly%20Inquiry%21
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This is a MONTHLY feature! So if you have an All-Star in YOUR  
organization, please email us at usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca@army.mil!

ELIZABETH KUHL
Plans specialist, USAMMC-E

How long have you been working for U.S. Army Medical Materiel Center-Europe?
For about 10 months.

What do you do?
I am a plans specialist. My role is to ensure MEDLOG equities are inserted/discussed at  
various table top exercises (TTX) – such as the 21st Theatre Sustainment Command and V Corps 
Sustainment Force Structure TTX and the upcoming Joint European TPFFD Sustainment Wargame. I 
also participate in future force structure meetings in order to be aware of new units arriving in theater 
and the associated posture decisions being made and anticipate the impacts to MEDLOG operations.

What do you enjoy most about your job?
Learning about medical logistics and then being able to insert that knowledge in meetings I attend.

Who was your role model?  
And if he/she could see you now right now, what do you think they would say?
My dad. He would be proud of my accomplishments and ability to balance work/home life so as to not 
only represent the organization you work for well, but also be there for your family and be happy.

Highlighting the best of the best!

Calling All DRUs!
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This is a MONTHLY feature! So if you have an All-Star in YOUR  
organization, please email us at usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca@army.mil!

CHOE, IL-KYONG
Forklift operator and materiel handler, USAMMC-K

How long have you been working for U.S. Army Medical Materiel Center-Korea?
I have worked with USAMMC-K for 14 years as a warehouse clerk.

What do you do?
As a forklift operator and material handler, I start my day by conducting preventive  
maintenance for all assigned materiel handling equipment, picking materiel for customer  
deliveries, store materiel for stock and inventory-related works, such as row maintenance,  
location survey and inventory counts.

What do you enjoy most about your job?
I pride myself on the zero discrepancies when conducting inventories resulting from constant  
accurate picking and put away. I believe it contributes to the mission success of the organization. 
Additionally, it provides efficient quality support to the customers.

Who was your role model?  
And if he/she could see you now right now, what do you think they would say?
My role models are my parents. They are most sincere and do their best even with minor things. 
They get along well with their neighbors and, most importantly, put Family first. I strive to be like 
them and do my best to live my life to the fullest every day.

What’s your favorite quote and why?
“Do the best in everything.” 
 
I believe that good results are the result of hard work.

Highlighting the best of the best!

Calling All DRUs!
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SGT. BLESS MIKAELA PANTLITZ
Medical logistics specialist, Womack Army Medical Center (Fort Bragg, N.C.)

How long have you been working for Womack Army Medical Center?
I have been assigned to Womack for two years.

What do you do?
I am currently the noncommissioned officer in charge of the Supply Chain Management 
Branch. My roles are to ensure that we provide safe, quality and accessible health care to 
176,000 eligible beneficiaries.

What do you enjoy most about your job?
The people. I love and value my team. I see them all as my family and that means a lot to me.

Who was your role model?  
And if he/she could see you now right now, what do you think they would say?
I would have to say my role model is my aunt, Maj. Shanna Beyah. She is the reason I joined 
the Army. If she could see me right now, she would probably remind me to send in my Green to 
Gold packet.

This is a MONTHLY feature! So if you have an All-Star in YOUR  
organization, please email us at usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca@army.mil!

Highlighting the best of the best!

Calling All DRUs!

What’s your favorite quote and why?
My favorite quote is Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” I 
can definitely say that I am blessed. I am a firm believer in Christ and I believe that without him 
nothing is possible.
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